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Mr. Walsh spent over thirty years working in
the Merced County Human Services Agency
in various positions, which allowed him to af-
fect a great deal of positive change throughout
the city and county of Merced. Mr. Walsh has
been involved in a breadth of public service
organizations, playing the role of administrator
and advocate for countless causes and groups
throughout Merced, ranging from Parks and
Recreation to drug abuse prevention pro-
grams. Mr. Walsh’s decision to run for Merced
City Council in 1995 would foster his long,
fruitful career as an elected representative.
After serving two terms on the City Council,
Mr. Walsh was elected Mayor of Merced in
2001, where he served two terms before win-
ning his election bid for a seat on the Merced
County Board of Supervisors. During his time
as a Councilman, Mayor, and Supervisor, Mr.
Walsh’s efforts to reinforce and transform the
image of Merced have been immeasurably
beneficial for the many people he has served.
Mr. Walsh has routinely demonstrated to his
colleagues and constituency that no issue is
too big or small to tackle. This credence has
earned Merced a litany of achievements
thanks in large part to Mr. Walsh’s efforts.

Although Mr. Walsh’s retirement finds us
with a heavy heart, there is no doubt that he
will remain an active member of his commu-
nity. Mr. Walsh’s passion for public service
runs beyond the positions that he has held,
but is evidenced throughout his whole career
and adult life.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in recognizing the remarkable career and
achievements of Mr. Hubert Walsh. His tenure
in public service will be appreciated for years
to come.

————

TRIBUTE TO HONOR THE LIFE OF
ALBERT J. NADER

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 10, 2017

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the extraordinary life of Albert J. Nader,
who passed away on December 22, 2016, in
Palm Springs, California, at the age of 84. He
is survived by his wife Gemma Allen Nader,
his children Page and Jason, his step-children
Bridget and Sean, and six grandchildren.

Albert Nader was the son of the late Joshua
Nader, an Assyrian immigrant from Iran, and
Olga. He was exceedingly proud to be a na-
tive Chicagoan and of Assyrian heritage. He
grew up near Wrigley Field and attended
Blaine Elementary School and Lake View High
School where he played baseball and basket-
ball. He graduated from DePaul University and
served as a First Lieutenant in the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps. After his service to our country, he
went on to work for Sears, Montgomery Ward,
and Rand McNally developing films, globes,
maps, and textbooks for libraries and schools,
and founded the highly successful ad agency,
Nader-Lief.

In 1978, against the advice of his wife and
other friends, Albert Nader took his innovative
vision to help people collect videos and cre-
ated Questar to produce, acquire and dis-
tribute video programs. Questar offered view-
ers videos covering a wide variety of topics,
including nature, cooking, and history. Albert
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Nader found inspiration for programs to create
or distribute everywhere he went, including
church and family vacations. He guided his
groundbreaking vision through changing tech-
nology and today his programs are streaming
online.

Albert was a force of nature, always burst-
ing with ideas, implementing them and ad-
vancing the causes he believed in. He was a
faith-filled man, a long-time supporter of
Moody Church, and proud of his Assyrian her-
itage. Most recently, he was raising funds for
Assyrians caught in the wars in Iraq and Syria.
He was a man who loved his family and was
devoted to his church, his community and his
country. Because of all he did in living a wor-
thy life, our country has been bettered im-
measurably. Mr. Speaker, | ask the entire
House of Representatives to join me in ex-
pressing our collective sympathy to Albert
Nader’s wife and family on the loss of a great
and good man, Albert J. Nader.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SCOTT PERRY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 10, 2017

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, unfortunately |
was absent due to illness. However, had |
been present, | would have voted YEA on Roll
Call No. 24 and YEA on Roll Call No. 25.

RECOGNIZING JULIAN SCADDEN
HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 10, 2017

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor
today to recognize a truly great citizen of Au-
rora, Colorado, Julian Scadden. Julian self-
lessly volunteers countless hours in a program
known as the ‘VA's Compassion Corps.’
Those in the Compassion Corps spend time
with veterans who have no family or friends to
come visit them at VA Hospital Community
Living Centers.

Julian works as a full time housekeeper at
VA Hospital's Community Living Center, and
then will often spend 12 or more hours sitting
with veterans afterwards. To say that Julian
has a strong commitment to our nation’s vet-
erans would be a vast understatement.

A veteran himself, Julian enlisted in the
Army in 1967 and served in Vietnam. Today,
unfortunately, Julian is the last of what were
once 20 members of the ‘VA Compassion
Corps’ volunteers in the Denver area. It is my
hope that his example will inspire others to
volunteer for the Compassion Corps which fills
such a vital role for those military men and
women who have served the United States of
America.

Thanks to you Julian Scadden.

———

TRIBUTE TO JOHN J. BENOIT
HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 10, 2017
Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to Riverside County Su-
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pervisor John J. Benoit, who passed away in
California on Monday, December 26, 2016.
John served the people of Riverside County in
many ways throughout his life and he will be
deeply missed.

John started his career in public service at
the Corona Police Department. From there, he
embarked on 29 years of service with the Cali-
fornia Highway Patrol, which culminated with
his promotion to commander of the CHP’s
Indio Station. After serving in law enforcement,
John became increasingly active in his com-
munity. He was elected to the Desert Sands
School Board before being elected to the Cali-
fornia State Assembly in 2002. John ultimately
served three terms in the Assembly during
which time he passed significant legislation,
including “Aryanna’s Law” to enhance the pro-
tection of children in daycare centers. In 2009,
John was appointed to the Riverside County
Board of Supervisors to carry out the remain-
ing term of his friend, Supervisor Roy Wilson,
who had passed away. Throughout his life,
John was a dedicated, effective and pas-
sionate advocate for the Coachella Valley and
Riverside County.

As a member of the Coachella Valley com-
munity, John served in many service organiza-
tions, including as past president of both the
United Way of the Desert and Indio Rotary.
John was an avid pilot, who often flew himself
and other legislators up to Sacramento when
the Assembly was in session. John and his
wife, Sheryl, were married in 1978, and later
celebrated the births of their daughter, Sarah,
and son, Ben.

| had the distinct privilege of knowing John
for many years. | was proud to call him my
friend and | will deeply miss him. | extend my
heartfelt condolences to the Benoit family, his
friends, as well as his staff and colleagues. Al-
though John may be gone, the many life-
changing contributions he made here in River-
side County will have a lasting impact.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 10, 2017

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for roll
call votes on Monday, January 9, 2017. Had
| been present, | would have voted “yea” on
roll call votes 24 and 25.

HONORING RICHARD NOBLE

HON. THOMAS MacARTHUR

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 10, 2017

Mr. MACARTHUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the memory and life of veteran Rich-
ard Noble of the Third Congressional District,
and to express my sincerest condolences to
his family and loved ones he has left behind,
as well as to recognize his steadfast dedica-
tion and service to our nation.

Richard Noble was a Vietnam War Veteran
who was on his way to a Veteran’s Day Cere-
mony before a tragic accident claimed his life.
Brave men like Richard have enabled us to
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live our daily lives with the free ideals that our
country was founded upon.

It is important that we continue to honor
Richard and all veterans and remind ourselves
of how precious our freedom is, so that we
never take a day for granted.

Mr. Speaker, the people of New Jersey’s
Third Congressional District are tremendously
honored to have had Richard Noble as a self-
less and dedicated member of their commu-
nity and a veteran, who put his life in harm’s
way to protect and serve country during a time
of need. It is with a heavy heart that | com-
memorate his career and life, and recognize
the lasting legacy of that he has left behind,
before the United State House of Representa-
tives.

———

HONORING THE SYLVANIA ORDER
OF THE SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 10, 2017

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a momentous occasion in the life of
the Sylvania congregation of the Sisters of St.
Francis. The Sylvania Order of the Sisters of
St. Francis celebrated its centennial year in
2016. Our entire community honors the note-
worthy contributions of the Franciscan’s 100
years of noble service through a celebratory
mass.

It was Bishop Joseph Schrembs of the To-
ledo Catholic Diocese who initially requested
religious sisters to teach the children of Polish
immigrants in Toledo’s Catholic Schools. On
December 8, 1916, the Sylvania Franciscans
were founded as a province of the Sisters of
St. Francis in Rochester, Minnesota. The Sis-
ters were stationed at St. Hedwig School in
the North End of Toledo which served as a
hub of Polish life in the city. After 89 acres of
land was purchased in 1917 through the
Rochester community, the Sisters were for-
mally established in Sylvania, Ohio. They were
known as the Franciscan Sisters of the Im-
maculate Conception and were led by Mother
Adelaide.

In the century that followed, the Sylvania
Franciscans branched out from their original
call to teach the city’s Polish immigrant chil-
dren. They began sharing the Franciscan
presence in ministries spanning health care,
housing, human services and pastoral care, in
addition to education. The Sisters’ work is car-
ried forth in eight states and the country of
Haiti with 150 Sisters serving our human fam-
ily.

The Sisters’ ministries are founded on the
“core values of reverence, service, commu-
nity, stewardship.” The Franciscan Sisters are
called “like Francis of Assisi to live the Gospel
in joyful servanthood among all people. The
Sisters of St. Francis of Sylvania, Ohio as
messengers of peace, commit themselves to
works that reverence human dignity, embrace
the poor and marginalize, and respect the gift
of all creation.” Living Christ's message de-
scribed in Matthew 25:40 “whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers and sis-
ters of mine, you did for me.” The Sylvania
Sisters of St. Francis celebrated their centen-
nial year as an integral part of our community.
Their imprimatur is seen everywhere, from the
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beautiful elegiac campus in Sylvania, to the
schools, caring services and hospitals in which
they minister, and the Sylvania Franciscan Vil-
lage which was established to integrate the
Sisters’ ministries.

In addition to traditional ministries, the Syl-
vania Sisters of St. Francis are leading efforts
toward peace and justice and restoring nature.
The Sisters note, “We believe that nature, the
arts and culture, and the goodness around us
nurture our souls and make us sensitive to
Mother Earth and her people.” It is that con-
nection that truly defines the Sisters of St.
Francis. A walk on the grounds of the Sisters
of St. Francis is to behold the beauty of nature
in all of its glory, to hear the silence and to
feel God’s presence everywhere.

From the barracks and strawberry patch
Mother Adelaide and the 22 pioneering Sisters
first established, the grounds of the Sisters of
St. Francis now feature many buildings in
which the Sisters live and work, shrines, grot-
tos, a prayer garden, the Portiuncula Chapel
and adjacent Lourdes University. Its mission-
style buildings showcase stunning mosaics
and works of art crafted by the Sisters them-
selves. It is truly an oasis of peace and tran-
quility.

St. Francis of Assisi said, “Preach the Gos-
pel at all times and when necessary use
words.” Throughout their one-hundred-year
history the Sylvania Sisters of St. Francis have
lived this truth. Their presence and their good
works demonstrate Christ's path and God’s
deep love. As the kind and generous Sisters
go forth toward their next centennial, let us be
mindful of the history, but with a vision for the
future. Our community gratefully and enthu-
siastically joins with them to celebrate the life
of this vital and cherished congregation that is
the Sylvania Sisters of St. Francis.

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF STATE REPRESENTA-
TIVE DONALD MOFFITT

HON. DARIN LaHOOD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 10, 2017

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
honor lllinois State Representative Donald
Moffitt for his dedication to public service
which has tremendously benefitted the people
and State of lllinois. Today commemorates his
last day as a Representative in the lllinois
General Assembly.

Representative Moffitt from the 74th House
District of lllinois has dedicated twenty-three
years to tirelessly serving his constituents in
the lllinois General Assembly. His years of
service have been distinguished by his com-
mitment to providing timely and effective con-
stituent service, a top priority for his office. As
a leader of the Republican Party in lllinois, he
has cultivated a statewide reputation for his
dedication to matters concerning lllinois vet-
eran’s affairs, agricultural reform, healthcare,
and especially, the public safety of lllinois.

In 2004, he founded the lllinois General As-
sembly’s Fire Caucus, which focuses on pro-
moting the goals of lllinois’ fire services.
Among its accomplishments is the promotion
of funding for Emergency Medical Systems,
creating a fire truck loan program, placing
sprinkler systems in college and university
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housing, and reforming hiring practices of fire
departments to ensure greater public safety.
He is also credited for requiring school buses
to install swinging stop signs to ensure the
safety of children crossing the street. His out-
standing advocacy on public safety issues has
not gone unrecognized as he has received nu-
merous honors, including the “Legislator of the
Year” awards credited to him by the lllinois
Association for Fire Protection Districts, the Illi-
nois Firefighters Association, and the Northern
lllinois Alliance of Fire Protection Districts.
Most notably, he recently received the 2016
Northern Alliance of Fire Protection Districts
Lifetime Achievement Award.

In addition to his advocacy for public safety,
Representative Moffitt has also championed
the most important issues facing the
healthcare industry. As part of this important
work, he sponsored a legislation preventing
discrimination of insurance companies based
on genetic test results, which would later
serve as the paradigm for federal legislation of
the same topic. Through his work within the II-
linois healthcare field, Representative Moffitt
has helped many families receive the nec-
essary care and information that they need.

Representative Moffitt's steadfast work to
improve the lives of lllinois’ citizens stands as
a model for progress to further the greater
good and prosperity of the state. He stands as
a model for the values and priorities which
current—and future—public servants should
strive to uphold in order to better our commu-
nities. It is an honor to call Representative
Moffitt not only a colleague, but a friend of
many years. | want to congratulate him on his
tireless work to improve public safety and his
dedicated service to the State of lllinois.

————

MAKING AVAILABLE A CLASSI-
FIED INTELLIGENCE REPORT TO
MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE

HON. DEVIN NUNES

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 10, 2017

Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, | wish to an-
nounce that the Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence has voted to make a classified
report regarding Russian activities and inten-
tions in the recent U.S. election available for
review by all Members of the House.

The classified report is available for review
by Members at the offices of the Permanent
Select Committee on Intelligence in Room
HVC-304 of the Capitol Visitors Center. The
committee office will be open during regular
business hours for the convenience of any
Member who wishes to review the report.

| recommend that Members wishing to re-
view the classified report contact the commit-
tee’s chief clerk to arrange a time and date for
that viewing. This will assure the availability of
appropriately cleared committee staff to assist
Members who desire assistance during their
review of these classified materials.

It is important that Members keep in mind
the requirements of clause 13 of House Rule
XXIIl, which only permits access to classified
information by those Members of the House
who have signed the oath provided for in the
Rules.

In addition, the Committee’s rules require
that Members agree in writing to a nondisclo-
sure agreement. The agreement indicates that
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